
In order for learning across 
distances to be made possible, a 
symbiotic relationship between 
the physical and virtual attendees 
has to be in place.

Learning in the 21st century has taken on New 
Shapes and Forms. Professional Development can 
happen 24 hours a Day, 7 days a week from all corners of the Globe. It is critical for 
educators to develop the skills and capacities to be able to Actively participate by 
connecting, communicating and Collaborating Virtually.

• a desire to connect with other educators from around the world and grow their 
professional learning network

• an ability to use technology tools that allow for synchronous and asynchronous 
communication and collaboration

• a wish to be part of a group of "pioneers" who are exploring new forms of learning
• a disposition of being a reflective practitioner, not afraid of being transparent
• an ambition of overcoming obstacles and "making it work for them"
• a resourcefulness to overcoming obstacles, such as time zones and geographic 

boundaries
• an understanding of having to experience and experiment with global 

connectedness, collaboration and learning before you can bring that experience 
to your students

• a love of sharing
• the power of ACTING on this call to participate :)

share openly and connect 
your learning experience at
the conference to a larger 
global audience BEYOND the
 other f2f attendees

be transparent and reflective
in your own learning.

find ways to summarize, 
synthesize, curate and document ideas, learning, 
projects, concepts, etc.

choose one or more platforms to share

make a concerted effort to include and make the 
virtual attendees feel PART OF a learning community

become a buddy/mentor to someone who is not 
physically attending.

volunteer to a be the "online moderator" of a 
backchannel during a live presentation/workshop/
keynote

approach someone at your school or in your 
network, ask to experience a conference together 
IN NEW FORMS.

mark your 
calendar to be 
able to 
Participate. Block 
of a Time slot

find a dedicated 
"conference 

attendance" time. Use that time to 
read through the Twitter stream/
hashtag, Ning activities generated 
through the conference, resources 
being shared.

ACTIVELY participate versus PASSIVELY 
consuming information. Contribute 
resources, your own perspective, 
thoughts and experience.

make strategic connections with 
physical attendees. Connect with 
them even beforehand via the Ning, on 
Twitter or via a blog. Leave a 
comment, @mention someone in a 
Tweet, use 

the conference hashtag to connect 
your voice to the conversation.  S
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http://innovate2013.ning.com/

